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A variety of important issues including 
Local Government Aid, economic 
development, population trends and 
environmental regulations were 
explored at the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota Cities’ annual summer 
conference July 22-24 at the Duluth 
Entertainment and Convention Center.  

Throughout 
the three-day 
conference, 
the more 
than 100 
participants 
were also 
treated to 
tours of local 
facilities, a 
dinner party at Greysolon followed by 
a local brewery crawl, and an awards 
dinner that honored 22 legislators and 
city leaders for their work on behalf 
of Greater Minnesota during the 2015 
Legislative Session.

Here are some of the conference 
highlights:

Presentation re-caps outcomes of 
the 2015 Legislative Session

Was 2015 really the “Greater 
Minnesota session”? Not exactly, 
according to a presentation by CGMC 
Senior Lobbyist Bradley Peterson and 
CGMC staff. Despite a heavy focus on 
Greater Minnesota at the start of the 
session, the Legislature ultimately did 
little to bring long-term growth and 
stability to rural communities.

The biggest disappointments of the 
session were the Legislature’s failure 
to pass a tax bill (which resulted in no 
increase in LGA funding and no funding 
for workforce housing tax credits) 
or a comprehensive transportation 

bill. The CGMC 
worked hard on 
both of these issues, 
but disagreement 
between the GOP-
controlled House 
and the DFL-
controlled Senate 
resulted in a 
stalemate. 

However, there 
were some positives 
to come out of the 
session, including 
the creation of a new job training program 
for Greater Minnesota, new funding for 
streets in cities with populations under 
5,000, minor improvements to the 
environmental regulatory process, and a 
small amount of additional funding for 
some economic development programs. 

Peterson noted that it’s important that 
city leaders engage their legislators 
and local media on issues that will be 
revisited during the 2016 session, such 
as the need to restore LGA funding 
back to its 2002 level. Although the 
2016 session doesn’t begin until 
March, we must not wait until then 
to advocate for the needs of Greater 
Minnesota communities. 

Attendees brainstorm ways to 
grow the CGMC

The second day of the conference 
kicked off with a lively discussion 
on ways to recruit new cities to join 
the CGMC. In both small- and large-
group discussions, attendees shared 
what they consider to be the top 
benefits of being a CGMC member 
and the role current members can take 
to encourage more cities to be a part of 
the organization. 

Feedback received during the session 
will be used as the CGMC amps up its 
recruitment efforts heading into this fall. 

Sturdevant explores how state’s 
history shapes its future

The CGMC was pleased to welcome 
Star Tribune columnist Lori Sturdevant 
as the keynote speaker during the 
Thursday luncheon. With more than 
30 years as a reporter and columnist, 
Sturdevant is one of the most respected 
journalists in the state. 

Also a writer 
of books on 
Minnesota history, 
S t u r d e v a n t ’ s 
speech touched on 
key investments 
that have been 
made in our 
state’s history 
– p a r t i c u l a r l y 
investments in 

education and LGA – and how they 
have helped to keep Minnesota strong. 
She emphasized that it is extremely 
important for Minnesota’s overall 
wellbeing that lawmakers continue to 
make these sorts of key investments 
and not allow portions of the state to 
turn into Appalachia-like pockets of 
poverty. 
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The city of Duluth provided a 
picturesque backdrop for the 
conference. 

City managers Judy Bodway of Winona and 
Renee Mierau of Plainview participate in a 
discussion on ways to recruit new cities to 
join the CGMC.

CGMC lobbyist 
Carolyn Jackson talks 
transportation during 
presentation on 2015 

Legislative Session.

Star Tribune columnist 
Lori Sturdevant provided 
the keynote speech on 
Thursday afternoon. 
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Sullivan walked through a few 
examples of local governments who 
work with CEE’s one-stop efficiency 
shop to upgrade lighting and other 
features to save on electricity costs. 
For example, the city of Slayton did 
a retrofit that upgraded lighting at city 
hall and paid it back through savings in 
1.7 years.  He said there are many other 
additional opportunities for savings; 
resources that cities can turn to include 
CEE’s programs, utility run programs 
and the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce’s Guaranteed Energy 
Savings Program. 

State demographer: Minnesota is 
aging, becoming more diverse

As many city leaders are finding out, 
the face of Minnesota is changing. 
State Demographer Susan Brower 
gave an insightful presentation on 
population trends and growth (or 
lack thereof, in the case of some 
communities). These issues are 
particularly important to city leaders 
as they attempt to anticipate upcoming 
needs and plan for the future of their 
cities. 

According to Brower’s research, the 
land of Scandinavians and Germans 
is increasingly becoming more 
ethnically diverse, with 17 percent 
of Minnesotans now being people of 
color, opposed to less than 2 percent 
in 1960. Further, much of Minnesota’s 
population is aging rapidly – by 2020, 
Minnesotans over the age of 65 are 
expected to outnumber school-age 
children in the state, which will have a 
dramatic effect on the need for health 
and human services. She found that 
as communities age, diversity and 
population growth go hand-in-hand.

Brower also noted that from a 
demography standpoint there is no 
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Lawmakers talk key Greater 
Minnesota issues, potential for 
compromise in 2016

One of the unique characters of CGMC 
conferences is that attendees get to 
hear from and interact with legislators 
and other state officials. This year, the 
conference featured a legislative panel 
consisting of two DFL legislators 
(Sen. Kent Eken of Twin Valley and 
Rep. Paul Thissen of Minneapolis), 
two Republican legislators (Sen. Bill 
Weber of Luverne and Rep. Deb Kiel of 
Crookston), and one member of Gov. 
Dayton’s administration, Department 
of Revenue Commissioner Cynthia 
Bauerly. The discussion, which was 
moderated by Bradley Peterson, 
mainly focused on the topics of LGA, 
property taxes and transportation, as 
well as the potential for compromise 
in the next legislative session. 

From the comments made by the 
panelists, there appears to be some 
potential for a tax bill in 2016, despite 
the impasse reached on the same 
bill this year. The legislators said 
they are looking for ways to balance 
investments with tax credits in order 
to reach a compromise. In particular, 
it sounds like both parties will be 
looking for ways to pursue commercial 
and industrial property tax relief in 
the next year. However, compromise 
still seems far off on the issue of 
transportation due to the GOPs strong 
reluctance to support the DFL’s plan 
for a gas or fuel tax increase. 

Lt. Gov. Smith: Economy must be 
strong for all parts of the state

Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith 
spent about 30 minutes addressing 
CGMC members and fielding 

questions from the crowd. During 
her speech, she noted that Minnesota 
is rapidly changing, resulting in both 
opportunities and challenges. 

Smith said that in visiting with residents 
and business leaders throughout 
Greater Minnesota, they often speak 
of economic development challenges 
such as a shortage of skilled workers 
and housing, transportation needs and 
inadequate broadband. She said that 
she and the Dayton Administration 
recognize these 
concerns and that 
their goal is to 
create a strong 
state economy that 
benefits everyone 
from the Twin 
Cities to the rural 
communities. 

During the 
q u e s t i o n - a n d -
answer portion of 
Smith’s speech, Fergus Falls Mayor 
Hal Leland stressed the importance of 
LGA and asked Smith if Gov. Dayton 
is willing to include an LGA increase in 
his supplemental budget in 2016. Smith 
said that LGA is one of the innovations 
that makes Minnesota strong and that 
she and the Governor appreciate that 
cities have financial concerns. She 
further said that the Governor has “only 
begun to think about” his supplemental 
budget, but that she will share this 
concern about LGA with him. 

The promise of energy efficiency

Joe Sullivan, manager of strategic 
relations for the Center for Energy 
and Environment (CEE) and a former 
CGMC staff lobbyist, spoke at the 
conference about how Minnesota’s 
electric system is changing and the 
ways energy efficiency can keep 
energy bills low while these changes 
occur.  He said that Minnesota is 
moving away from a coal-intensive, 
carbonized energy system. As a result, 
energy may become more expensive 
but it should be cleaner and more 
reliable.  A community’s best response 
to these changes may be investing in 
energy efficiency, which keeps bills 
low even if rates go up. 

Sen. Kent Eken touts the importance of LGA 
as Sen. Bill Weber and Commissioner Cynthia 
Bauerly look on. 

Lt. Gov. Tina Smith 
fielded a question on 

LGA while addressing 
conference attendees.

State Demographer Susan Brower said 
some Minnesota cities have grown since the 
recession, while others are in decline. 
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single Greater Minnesota. Since 
the recession of the late 2000s, 
some Greater Minnesota cities have 
experienced strong growth, while 
others have remained stable and some 
are in decline. She said that the state 
and the nation are currently on a path 
for slow or no growth. However, 
Brower noted that Greater Minnesota 
has the opportunity to lead on “slow 
growth done right.”

Panel: State needs to take action 
to meet workforce housing needs

Friday morning of the conference 
featured a panel discussion on 
workforce housing moderated by 
CGMC Executive Director Tim 
Flaherty and featuring Dan Dorman, 
executive director of the Greater 
Minnesota Partnership; Patrick 
Hynes, intergovernmental relations 
counsel for the League of Minnesota 
Cities; and Kelcey Klemm, Perham 
city manager. Hynes and Dorman 
discussed the legislative efforts that 
have been made to address workforce 
housing, including the workforce 
housing grant program that received 
some funding this year and a tax credit 
proposal that is currently awaiting 
action in the unfinished tax bill. As 
a city official, Klemm described the 
need for workforce housing in his 
community and expressed that the tax 
credit is needed to get business support 
for workforce housing projects.

Cities, organizations must work 
together to address clean water 
challenges

Steve Nyhus, a senior attorney at 
Flaherty & Hood who provides 
regulatory services to the Minnesota 
Environmental Science and Economic 

Review Board (MESERB), spoke to 
attendees about the challenges cities 
face with respect to clean water. He 
began by acknowledging key truths 
city leaders all agree on: everyone 
wants clean water, human activities 
pollute water, addressing pollution 
is expensive and available resources 
are limited. Communities are facing 
increasing regulatory pressures, 
including changes that are adopted 
through backdoor processes. To 
respond, cities need to be diligent and 
persistent in standing up for their rights 
as permit holders. He also encouraged 
cities to work through organizations 
such as MESERB to challenge permit 
assumptions used the MPCA. 

CGMC elects 2015-16 officers

At the full membership meeting on 
July 23, members elected a new slate 
of officers to lead the organization for 
the rest of the year and through the 
2016 Legislative Session. 

The new officers are: 

 ◦ President: Bob Broeder, Mayor 
of Le Sueur

 ◦ 1st Vice President: Cynthia 
Jaksa, International Falls City 
Councilor

 ◦ 2nd Vice President: Dave 
Smiglewski, Mayor of Granite 
Falls

 ◦ Secretary: Ron Johnson, Bemidji 
City Councilor

 ◦ Treasurer: Scott Hutchins, 
Moorhead Community Services 
Director. 

B r o e d e r 
replaces Ely 
City Councilor 
Heidi Omerza, 
who served 
as CGMC 
president for 
the previous 
year. We thank 
Omerza for her 
service over the 
past year and 
look forward 
to working 
with the new 
officers in the 
coming months!

2014 CGMC Summer Conference Highlights

Patrick Hynes of the LMC, Perham City Manager 
Kelcey Klemm, CGMC Executive Director Tim 
Flaherty and GMNP Executive Director Dan 
Dorman discuss the need for workforce housing 
during a panel discussion.

Bob Broeder, the newly 
elected president of the 
CGMC, is “crowned” by 
predecessor Heidi Omerza. 

Owatonna Mayor 
Tom Kuntz, Ely 
City Councilor 
Heidi Omerza (left) 
and Wadena City 
Councilor Gillette 
Kempf enjoyed a 
boat cruise around 
the Duluth seaway. 

Tour participants 
got  to see 

airplane 
construction 

first-hand while 
touring the 

AAR aircraft 
maintenance 

facility.

Exploring Duluth

While the conference mainly focused 
on informational sessions, there were 
also several opportunities for attendees 
to have fun, mingle 
and explore the 
city of Duluth. 
On Wednesday 
afternoon attendees 
participated in 
either a tour of the 
AAR Corporation 
aircraft maintenance 
facility or a boat 
cruise tour led by 
the Duluth Seaway 
Port Authority. 
That evening, the 
city of Duluth 
sponsored a pasta 
dinner at Greysolon 
with delicious beer 
samples provided by Bent Paddle 
Brewery, a local brewer. A special 
thanks to Duluth Mayor Don Ness, city 
staff and the staff at Visit Duluth and 
the DECC for being excellent hosts!

To view PDFs or watch video 
of several of the presentations 

from the conference, go to 
the “Conferences & Events” 
page on the CGMC website,  

greatermncities.org.

Attendees 
were treated 
to beer 
samples from 
Bent Paddle 
Brewery, 
one of 
several local 
breweries in 
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CGMC Awards dinner honors legislators, city leaders

The capstone of the conference was a social hour and an awards dinner held on the evening of July 23. The 
dinner recognized 22 legislators and city officials who were instrumental in advancing CGMC’s goals:during 
the 2014 session. Here are some of the award winners:

 Sen. Kent Eken (DFL-Twin Valley) received 
the Legislator of Distinction Award.

Award winners not 
pictured: 

Legislator of Distinction: Rep. 
Dan Fabian (R-Roseau), Sen. 
Lyle Koenen (DFL-Clara City), 
Rep. Tim O’Driscoll (R-Sartell), 
Sen. Rod Skoe (DFL-Clearbrook) 
  Jack Murray Award for 
Distinguished Rural Leadership: 
Former Hutchinson Mayor Steve 
Cook 
  Bob Filson Award for 
Distinguished Rural Leadership: 
Retired Le Sueur City 
Administrator Rick Almich

Rep. Mary Franson (R-Alexandria) received 
the Legislator of Distinction Award. 

Rep. Pat Garofalo (R-Farmington) received 
the Legislator of Distinction Award. 

CGMC President Heidi Omerza 
presents the Legislator of 
Distinction Award to Rep. Deb Kiel 
(R-Crookston).

Rep. Denny McNamara 
(R-Hastings) received the 
Legislator of Distinction Award. 

Sen. Bill Weber (R-Luverne) received the 
Legislator of Distinction Award. 

Alexandria 
Mayor Sara 
Carlson received 
the Excellence in 
Service (elected 
official) Award. 

Patrick Hynes 
of the League 
of Minnesota 

Cities received 
the Friend of the 

CGMC Award. 

Perham City 
Manager Kelcey 
Klemm received 
the Excellence 
in Service 
(appointed 
official) Award. 

Rochester Mayor Ardell Brede 
received the Excellence in Service 
(elected official) Award. 

Former Wadena Mayor Wayne Wolden 
received the Jack Murray award.

Former Cloquet Mayor Bruce 
Ahlgren received the Jack Murray 
Award. 

Owatonna Mayor Tom Kuntz 
received the Excellence in Service 
(elected official) Award. 

Former 
Worthington 
Mayor Alan 
Oberloh 
received the 
Jack Murray 
Award. 

Austin City Administrator Craig Clark 
received the Excellence in Service 
(appointed official) Award. 

CGMC Executive Director Tim Flaherty 
presented Ely City Councilor Heidi 
Omerza with the President’s Award. 


