
CGMC Summer Conference – Tentative Agenda*  
July 20-22, 2016 

Austin, MN 

Wednesday, July 20 

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. – Registration at the Austin Convention Center 

10:30 a.m. – CGMC Board of Directors Meeting 

12 p.m. – Conference Begins – Welcome Remarks from Austin Mayor Tom Stiehm 

12:05-1:30 p.m. – Lunch and Legislative Session Recap 
CGMC Senior Lobbyist Bradley Peterson will provide a recap of the 2016 Legislative Session and how its 
outcomes will affect your community and Greater Minnesota as a whole.  

1:30 p.m.-4 p.m.– City Tours 
Attendees may participate in one of three tour options that highlight the city of Austin. Space is limited 
on some of the tours, so attendees will be asked to rank their 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices. 
 - Option 1: Hormel Legacy Tour  
 Tour includes the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center and Hormel Historic Home. 
 - Option 2: Educational City Tour  
 View Austin’s new flood wall, be introduced to points of interest such as the ArtWorks Center, 
 Veterans Memorial, new $18M Austin Utilities Energy Park, and learn about Vision 2020.  
 - Option 3: Hormel Plant Tour 
 Tour Hormel Food Corp.’s flagship production plant where SPAM, Always Tender Tenderloins, 
 Black Label Bacon and more are manufactured.  

4-5 – BREAK and Check-in at Holiday Inn 

5-7 p.m. – City of Austin-sponsored dinner and tour of Spam Museum 
The City of Austin will host dinner and provide tours of the brand-new Spam Museum. Live music will be 
provided by local musician Jesse Smith. 

Thursday, July 21 (all day at Convention Center) 

*Breakfast on own* 

9-11 a.m. – Focus on the Environment  
Flaherty & Hood staff will provide a brief update on legislative and regulatory issues, followed by guest 
speakers and presentations on environmental issues and the role cities will be expected to play in 
addressing them.  

11 a.m.-noon – Exhibitor Break 
Visit the more than two dozen businesses and organizations that will be showcasing their products and 
services. Snacks will be served.  

Noon-1 p.m. – Keynote Luncheon — Rep. Tim Walz (invited) 
Rep. Tim Walz, a Democrat representing Minnesota’s First Congressional District, has been invited to 

http://www.duluthport.com/authority-about.php


speak about key issues being debated on the national stage in Washington, particularly in regards to 
economic development, and how they could impact communities in Greater Minnesota.  

1-2 p.m. – Reducing Disparities in Greater Minnesota  
Dane Smith, President of Growth & Justice, will lead a discussion on the “Minnesota Rural Equity 
Project” (of which the CGMC is a partner), a multi-year project that seeks to explore ways to reduce 
economic and investment inequality, both within Greater Minnesota communities and between Greater 
Minnesota and the metro area.  

2-2:30 p.m. – Exhibitor Break 
Visit the more than two dozen businesses and organizations that will be showcasing their products and 
services. Snacks will be served. 

2:30-3:30 p.m. – Legislative Panel Discussion 
Participants and specific discussion topics to be determined.  

3:30 p.m. – GMNP Board Meeting (or BREAK for those not attending meeting) 

5:30 p.m. – Cocktail Reception  
Join legislators and your fellow community leaders for a cash bar and light hors d’oeuvre. 

6:30 – Legislative Awards Dinner 
Enjoy a delicious meal as the CGMC honors the legislators and city officials who worked tirelessly to 
advance Greater Minnesota’s interests over the past year.  

Friday, July 22 (at Hormel Institute) 

8 a.m. – Continental Breakfast at Hormel Institute 

8:30-9:30 a.m. – Labor & Employee Relations Update 
Brandon Fitzsimmons, labor attorney with Flaherty & Hood, P.A., will discuss the CGMC Labor and 
Employee Relations Committee's proposed work plan, budget and policies for 2016-17 and provide an 
update on labor laws and settlements. 

9:30-10:30 a.m. – Tours of the Hormel Institute 
Tour the newly expanded $31.5 million Hormel Institute, a world-renowned medical research center 
specializing in researching nontoxic ways to prevent or control cancer. 

10:30-11:30 a.m. – Membership Meeting 
The full CGMC membership will adopt the annual budget and assessments, elect officers and discuss 
other business as needed.  

11:30 a.m. – Adjourn 

 

*Please note that this is a tentative agenda. Agenda items and speakers may change as we get closer to 
the conference dates.  


