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Greater Minnesota city leaders urge Governor Dayton to address 
tax, bonding bills in December special session  

 
ST. PAUL—With a sizable state surplus announced on Friday and continuing discussions between key 
state lawmakers regarding the imminent need to respond to concerns about MNsure, city leaders in 
Greater Minnesota are renewing their call for Governor Dayton to schedule a special session this month.  
 
“The time is ripe for a special session,” said Sara Carlson, mayor of Alexandria and president of the 
Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC). “Something needs to be done quickly about health 
insurance, and a special session would provide an opportunity to also take action on the tax and bonding 
bills that failed to pass last session.” 
 
Carlson noted that communities across the state are coping with the negative effects caused by the lack of 
state action on taxes and capital investment.  
 
“Many cities are facing property tax increases, due in large part to the fact that LGA has remained 
stagnant while costs continue to go up,” she said. “Without a bonding bill, communities are unable to 
proceed with important construction projects that are key to improving infrastructure and bringing 
economic growth.” 
 
The tax bill, which passed with strong bipartisan support in the Legislature but was ultimately vetoed by 
Gov. Dayton due to a drafting error last spring, included a $20 million increase in Local Government Aid 
(LGA), as well as additional tax relief for farmers, businesses and students. The Legislature also came 
close to an agreement on a bonding bill which included millions of dollars for infrastructure needs 
statewide, including $133 million for grant and loan programs that help cities pay for expensive upgrades 
to their water treatment facilities. However, the bonding bill failed to pass by the end-of-session deadline.  
 
“The Governor and Legislature can get a positive start on the new year by holding a special session now,” 
Carlson said. “Fixing MNsure and addressing the unfinished business on taxes and bonding would send a 
positive message that they can work together and do what needs to be done to help communities and 
families all across the state.” 
 
 

### 
 
The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization 
representing 88 cities outside of the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The Coalition educates legislators 
about issues important to Greater Minnesota. Visit the CGMC online at greatermncities.org.  
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