
 

 

 

 

April 27, 2012 

 

Rep. Kurt Zellers, Speaker of the House  Sen. David Senjem, Senate Majority Leader  

463 State Office Building    121 State Capitol 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd  75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55155     St. Paul, MN 55155 

Governor Mark Dayton 

130 State Capitol 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Speaker Zellers, Majority Leader Senjem, and Governor Dayton: 

As the 2012 legislative session comes to a close, I have marveled at the amount of time and 

energy that is being consumed by the Vikings Stadium debate and have become concerned that 

Greater Minnesota’s legislative priorities will be lost in the shuffle. 

At the beginning of session, the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC) proposed a 

number of job creation and economic recovery measures for consideration this year. Through the 

hard work of several Greater Minnesota lawmakers, two of these provisions are on the cusp of 

passage. The Greater Minnesota Internship Grant Program and an enhancement of the Angel 

Investment Tax Credit for investments in Greater Minnesota small businesses are being carried 

in various versions in the House and Senate Tax Bills. 

Our membership also believes that LGA should be addressed this session. If there is to be new 

money put into property tax relief programs, it should go to LGA to support those communities 

that have been hardest hit by the reductions in aid and credit programs over the last several years. 

At the very minimum, the legislature needs to freeze the LGA formula for 2013 and give 

individual cities the same amount of aid in 2013 that they received in 2012. Doing this would 

provide stability to city finances and serve as a bridge to a more comprehensive discussion of the 

LGA formula, which seems poised to occur in the 2013 legislative session. 

This legislative session cannot end or be deemed a success without the internship program, the 

Greater Minnesota Angel Investment provision, or LGA being addressed in a tax bill that can be 



signed by the governor and become law.  Greater Minnesota communities need these proposals 

to help attract economic development, grow jobs, and hold down property taxes. 

Over the last several months, we have appreciated the hard work and support of many Greater 

Minnesota legislators in advancing these proposals. It is now up to the legislative leaders and the 

governor to ensure that their efforts – and Greater Minnesota’s legislative priorities – reach final 

enactment. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

Alan Oberloh, Mayor of Worthington 

President, Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities 

 

CC:   Sen. Tom Bakk, Senate Minority Leader 

 Rep. Paul Thissen, House Minority Leader 

 Sen. Julianne Ortman, Senate Tax Chair 

 Rep. Greg Davids, House Tax Chair 

 All Minnesota Legislators 


