
2013 CGMC Fall Conference Highlights
November 13-15, Alexandria

The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities held its 
annual fall conference Nov. 13-15 at Arrowwood 
Resort and Conference Center in Alexandria. 
Approximately 70 city leaders representing 34 
Greater Minnesota cities attended the conference 
where they watched numerous presentations and 
listened to speakers on topics such as economic 
development, transportation, bonding and even 
robotics. The attendees closed out the conference 
by adopting the CGMC’s 2014 policy positions for 
the upcoming legislative session.

Keynote speech focuses on broadband

Gary Evans, former president 
and CEO of Hiawatha 
Broadband Communications, 
provided the Thursday dinner 
keynote address in which he 
emphasized the increasing 
importance of high-quality 
broadband and urged Greater 
Minnesota city leaders to 
make it a priority for their 
communities.

In his speech, Evans claimed 
that Minnesota is “woefully 
under-prepared” for the 
technology-driven world that 
is emerging, noting that the 

state is actually losing ground when it comes to 
broadband access. He went on to the explain that 
high-quality broadband benefits communities and 
residents by stimulating the economy, providing 
educational opportunities, improving agriculture, 
allowing for better access to healthcare and helping 
to close the language 
gap that many immigrants 
face, among other things. 

“If Minnesota is going 
to be competitive and 
our communities vital 
and vibrant we must 
do better,” Evans said. 
Later, he concluded, 
“Progress can start here 
and it should, because 
all of us care about our 
communities.”

Economic development remains a hot topic

Dan Dorman, executive 
director of the Greater 
Minnesota Partnership, and 
Flaherty & Hood economic 
development lobbyist Mike 
Miller gave a presentation 
about the relatively new 
organization – of which the 
CGMC is a member – and 
solicited feedback from 
audience members about 
the most pressing issues 
and challenges affecting 
economic development in 
Greater Minnesota. The 
information gleaned at the 
conference, as well as at 
other regional meetings held 
throughout the state, will be 
used by the Partnership as it 
develops its legislative goals 
and priorities for 2014. 

Dorman was followed 
by a presentation on 
“Innovative Workforce 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Initiatives in Northwest 
Minnesota” by Rick 
Schara and Trudi 
Amundson, business 
services specialists 
for the Department 
of Employment and 

Economic Development. Schara and Amundson 
showed off a new website for potential employers 
and job seekers, and they discussed other initiatives 
involving job skills and training. 

At noon, Dorman returned as the keynote speaker, where 
he urged CGMC members to encourage their local 
EDAs, chambers of commerce, banks and business to 
join the Partnership and help build a strong economic 
development program for Greater Minnesota.

Dan Dorman urges CGMC 
members to help recruit their 
local EDA and businesses to 
joing the Greater Minnesota 

Partnership.

Former HBC CEO Gary 
Evans gives his keynote 
address on the need 
for better broadband in 
Minnesota. 

Waseca City Manager Crystal 
Prentice talks with Gary Evans 

following his keynote address on 
Thursday evening. 

Rick Schara and Trudi Amundson 
discuss DEED’s new workforce 
development initiatives. 



Gubernatorial candidate Jeff Johnson meets 
with Board of Directors

The conference kicked off 
Wednesday afternoon with a visit 
from Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Jeff Johnson. Johnson, 
a former state rep and current 
Hennepin County commissioner, 
met with the Board of Directors 
for about an hour, during which he 
discussed his reasons for running 
for the state’s highest seat and 
fielded questions from members. 
Invitations to attend the conference 
were extended to all five declared 
Republican challengers to 
Governor Dayton; however, only 
Johnson was able to attend. 

Robotics: The future of industry

Led by coach Jeremy Bydlon, three members of the 
Alexandria High School Robotics Team demonstrated 

their award-winning Frisbee-
shooting robot and told audience 
members about how their time 
on the team is helping to prepare 
them for jobs in science and 
technology. They noted that 
there are now more robotics 
teams than boys’ hockey teams 
in Minnesota! The students also 
talked about their involvement 
in the community and how many 
past team members have gone on 
to study engineering, industrial/
technical skills or science at the 
university or college level.

Cooperation brings Shutterfly to Minnesota

Samantha DiMaggio, economic development coordinator 
for the city of Shakopee; Jim Gromberg, a DEED 
business development 
rep, and Scott County 
Administrator Gary 
Shelton participated 
in a panel discussion 
about how the city, 
county and state 
worked together to 
lure Shutterfly to 
Minnesota. 

Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul) 
and Rep. Matt Dean (R-Willernie)

have been touring the state to look at 
potential bonding projects. 

Legislators prepare for 2014 bonding bill

Rep. Matt Dean 
(R-Willernie) and 
Rep. Alice Hausman 
(DFL-St. Paul) fielded 
questions from the 
audience during a 
panel discussion on 
the upcoming bonding 
bill. The lawmakers 
affirmed that they are 
looking to do a state-
wide bill that supports 
infrastructure for 
the long-term. They 
declined to say how large the bill will be, but indicated 
they that it could be around $850 million. 

Getting up to speed on transportation

Flaherty & Hood transportation lobbyist Amanda 
Duerr gave an overview of how transportation needs 
are funded and the concerns about the future of 
transportation funding for the state. She described the 
Corridors of Commerce program, a $300 million state 
program designed to reduce bottlenecks and improve the 
movement of freight. However, she noted that without 
additional resources, road and bridge conditions will 
continue to deteriorate and needed expansion will not 
occur. 

Alexandria City Engineer Tim Schoonhoven delivered 
a presentation on the process of updating the MSAS 
needs calculations. He served on the task force of city 
engineers that has been working on this reform effort 
for the past three years.

Members adopt legislative policies

At the full membership meeting on Friday morning, 
Flaherty & Hood lobbyists 
presented the CGMC’s 
proposed legislative policy 
positions, which had been 
determined by committees 
prior the conference. The 
policy positions in the areas 
of annexation and land use, 
property taxes and LGA, 
transportation, environment 
and energy, and economic 
development were all 
adopted. 

Flaherty & Hood lobbyist 
Tim Flaherty also gave the 
members a list of “action steps,” or actions they should 
take in the near future in preparation for the upcoming 
legislative session.  

Tim Flaherty outlines the 
2014 “action steps” during the 

full membership meeting on 
Friday morning. 

High school student 
Bryce Klang works on 
his team’s robot.

Gary Shelton, Samantha DiMaggio 
and Jim Gromberg discuss bringing 

Shutterfly to Shakopee.

Gubernatorial 
candidate Jeff Johnson 

addresses the CGMC 
Board of Directors.


