
 
 
 
 
 
May 6, 2015 
 
 
Dear Rural Legislator,  
 
We are writing to all rural legislators to thank you for your work thus far in supporting many of the initiatives that 
our two organizations have put forward to build a stronger more vibrant Greater Minnesota. We were especially 
fortunate to have many rural members step up to chief author and co-author our proposals on a bi-partisan basis. 
While there have been bumps along the way, the legislature is on firm footing to make progress toward our goals. 
Enacting the following priorities—supported by the House and Senate—would go a long way to making this a 
solid session for Greater Minnesota. The pathway laid out below and in the attached document (with priorities 
circled in red) is both reasonable and achievable. This pathway takes the best that the Governor, House and Senate 
have to offer. 
 
Local Government Aid 
 
Rural communities are united in their strong support of the Senate Tax Bill provision to restore LGA to its 2002 
funding level and maintain the current funding formula. With a $1.9 billion surplus, restoring the LGA 
appropriation to its 2002 funding level should be a high priority for rural legislators. 
 
Workforce Housing 
 
We support a multi-pronged approach to tackling our workforce housing problems. Workforce housing TIF is one 
tool to address this issue, but it alone is not enough. The legislature also needs to adopt the House and Senate plan 
for a DEED-administered Workforce Housing Grant Program, modeled after a pilot program already achieving 
results in Roseau. Most critically, the Senate workforce housing tax credit initiative will encourage private 
investment in workforce housing projects where there otherwise would not be. The chronic shortage of workforce 
housing has stifled Greater Minnesota growth for far too long—now is the time to finally act.  
 
Broadband  
 
Rural legislators from both parties and chambers have likely heard loud and clear that broadband infrastructure is 
vital to economic growth and quality of life. Rural legislators should support at least $30 million for the 
broadband infrastructure fund as proposed by the Governor, as well as language in the Senate Tax Bill for local 
bonding authority for broadband infrastructure. 
 
Greater Minnesota Business Development Public Infrastructure Program (BDPI) 
 
The BDPI program would receive a significant boost under the House plan. This plan would allocate $2.25 
million in the next biennium and an ongoing appropriation of $4 million per biennium thereafter. The House 
proposal also makes numerous language and policy changes to make the program more useable by Greater 
Minnesota communities. This program has long provided the public infrastructure necessary for private sector 
growth in Greater Minnesota, and rural legislators should support the House provisions to make this program even 
better. 
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Job Training 
 
A House job training provision would empower employers to provide fast, efficient job training to fill current job 
vacancies. Rural legislators should ask that funding be increased in the House plan from $1M/biennium to 
$1M/year, possibly using money from the Workforce Development Fund or Jobs Skills Partnership program. 
 
Transportation 
 
It is imperative that the legislature find a compromise on transportation that addresses our most basic 
infrastructure. If a compromise is to be achieved, both sides will have to give. The Senate and Governor will need 
to accept some general fund dollars and the House will need to accept some new revenue sources. We are pleased 
that both the House and Senate have recognized the need for additional funding for city streets, especially those in 
cities with populations under 5,000. We are also encouraged that all parties see the critical need for additional 
funds for the Corridors of Commerce program. However, some non-bonding dollars will need to be found to 
jump-start projects across the state in order to truly maximize the opportunities that Corridors of Commerce 
represents. 
 
Environmental Regulatory Reform 
 
Both chambers have strong environmental regulation reforms, including independent scientific peer review and 
cost analysis of new, expensive regulations. We are grateful for the strong leadership of Rep. Fabian, Rep. 
McNamara, and Sen. Eken on this issue. Even though the Governor and MPCA are opposed to these provisions, 
we urge you to stick to your guns and ensure that Greater Minnesota voices are heard in the final negotiations on 
environmental regulations. 
 
 
Many of your rural communities, businesses, chambers of commerce, and EDAs voiced their support for these 
positions throughout the session. If a pathway to a strong ending for Greater Minnesota is to be found, we need 
rural legislators from both parties and in both chambers to work together. Thank you for efforts and good luck.  
 
Sincerely, 

  

Heidi Omerza, Ely City Council       Gary Evans 
President, Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities       President, Greater Minnesota Partnership 
 
 
cc: Governor Mark Dayton 
      Speaker Kurt Daudt 
      Rep. Joyce Peppin 
      Rep. Pat Garofalo 
      Rep. Denny McNamara 
      Sen. Richard Cohen 
      Sen. Scott Dibble 
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