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Greater Minnesota city leaders to legislators: There’s still time for
this to be a ‘do-something’ session
Inaction would mean hitting the pause button on Minnesota for another year
ST. PAUL—With looming concerns that 2016 could end up as a “do-nothing” session, city
leaders from across Greater Minnesota held a press conference today to call on legislators to take
action on key issues affecting communities across the state.
“There are less than two weeks left in the session, but we remain hopeful that our legislators will
be able to put their differences aside and compromise for the good of our state,” said Robert
Broeder, mayor of Le Sueur and president of the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC).
“I can tell you that the citizens in Greater Minnesota want results from our legislators and they
won’t be satisfied if nothing gets done.”
While numerous bills that impact rural communities are still in play at the Legislature, Broeder
said there are three main issues that must be addressed this year for the 2016 Legislative Session
to be considered a success for Greater Minnesota: an increase in Local Government Aid (LGA),
a bonding bill that includes funding for clean water infrastructure grant and loan programs, and a
transportation bill that includes funding for the Corridors of Commerce program and city streets.
“For the past two years, the top priority for Greater Minnesota cities has been to increase LGA
funding back to its 2002 level,” Broeder said, noting that the Senate tax bill, which is currently
awaiting action in the conference committee, would accomplish this by increasing the
appropriation for LGA by $45.5 million.
“The Legislature pressed pause on our hopes for an LGA increase when the tax bill fizzled last
year,” Broeder said. “If they go another year without addressing LGA, the result for many
communities will be higher property taxes and reduced services.”
Another issue that affects many communities in Greater Minnesota is the bonding bill. In
addition to numerous funding requests from individual communities, city leaders say a
successful bonding bill must include provisions to fund clean water infrastructure grant and loan
programs.
“The most critical issue in the bonding bill is funding for clean water infrastructure,” said
Alexandria Mayor Sara Carlson. “Aging infrastructure combined with new water quality

regulations means cities across the state are being forced to upgrade their facilities or build new
ones altogether.”
Carlson continued, “Cities can’t put off making required repairs and upgrades, but the high costs
are a big financial burden. Without funding from the state, water and wastewater rates for
businesses and homeowners will skyrocket.”
Transportation has also been a major concern for Greater Minnesota cities for years. As it
becomes one of the main focal points of the session, city officials are urging legislators to
remember the needs of rural communities as they continue negotiations.
“If there is one issue that unites mayors from all parts of the state and all political persuasions,
it’s transportation,” said Granite Falls Mayor Dave Smiglewski. “We all want the Legislature to
get serious about addressing Greater Minnesota’s transportation needs. To do that, any
transportation package they pass must include significant funding for the Corridors of Commerce
program and city streets.”
As the session winds down, the city leaders said they plan to be in frequent contact with their
local legislators and other key lawmakers to encourage them to take action on key Greater
Minnesota priorities.
“We expect legislators to stand up for Greater Minnesota by supporting funding for LGA,
transportation and clean water infrastructure,” Smiglewski said. “The days are winding down,
but there is still plenty of time for this to be a ‘do-something’ session.”

The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization
representing 88 cities outside of the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The Coalition educates
legislators about issues important to Greater Minnesota. Visit the CGMC online at
greatermncities.org.
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For the 2016 legislative session to be considered a success for Greater
Minnesota, the Legislature must pass:
•
•
•

A tax bill that funds Local Government Aid (LGA) at the 2002 level (a $45.5 million increase from the
current funding level)
A bonding bill that addresses critical water and wasterwater needs by funding clean water grant and
loan programs for cities
A transportation package that includes significant funding for Corridors of Commerce and city streets

Current Status of Top CGMC Priorities*
CGMC Goal
Tax Bill - Local
Government Aid (LGA)

Governor

•

Supports
$21M one-time
$45.5M base
increase
funding increase

•

Opposes
formula changes

Senate

House

$45.5M base
funding increase

$85M cut based
on reductions to
Minneapolis, St.
Paul & Duluth

Senate DFL $167M

? (no bill yet)

Bonding Bill - Clean
water infrastructure
grant & loan programs
• Point Source
Implementation Grant
(PSIG) Program
• Wastewater
Infrastructure
Funding (WIF)
Program
• State matching
funds for USEPA
Capitalization Grants

CGMC supports
Governor and
Senate positions
totaling $167M

Funding for large-city
streets (pop. greater
than 5,000) outside the
constitutional formula

$25M/year ongoing Unknown

$27M/year
ongoing

$0

Funding for small-city
streets (pop. less than
5,000)

$25M/year ongoing Supports at an
unknown funding
level

$27M/year
ongoing

$25M/year
ongoing

$167M

Corridors of Commerce - $150M/year
Construction
ongoing

$1.6B over 8 years $500M over 10
years

$825M over 7
years

Corridors of Commerce
- Land acquisition &
planning

$0

$0

$50M/year in cash
ongoing

$0

* This chart reflects the CGMC’s top three priorities: LGA, water infrastructure and
transportation. However, they are not the only issues that concern Greater Minnesota
cities this session. Other key priorities include a workforce housing tax credit as part of
the tax bill, broadband in the supplemental budget bill and the Greater MN Business
Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI) Grant Program in the bonding bill.
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