
Gary Neumann (former Rochester Assistant City Aministrator): Neumann was a 
strong supporter of the CGMC throughout his more than 35-year career with the city of 
Rochester. As a member of the CGMC Board, he was heavily involved in CGMC efforts 
and is a key reason why Rochester has long been one of the CGMC’s most engaged 
members. An unsung hero who often stayed behind-the-scenes, Neumann helped grow 
the CGMC into the powerful force that it is today. 

Eric Anderson (Mayor, Mankato): Throughout his time as mayor, Anderson has been a 
strong supporter of CGMC efforts. He has played an active role in advocating for Greater 
Minnesota priorities by meeting with his legislators and attending numerous CGMC 
events. Along with other Mankato city officials, he has been on a leader on water quality 
issues and worked hard to bring other cities and stakeholders together to find solutions.

 
Ardell Brede (Mayor, Rochester): A veteran member of the CGMC Board, Brede has 
long been an active leader in our organization. Despite a tremendously busy schedule, 
Brede always finds time to lend a hand to the CGMC. Whether it is assisting with 
recruitment efforts or engaging with lawmakers, Brede has been a consistently strong 
advocate for the CGMC and all Greater Minnesota communities. 

Del Rae Williams (Mayor, Moorhead): A member of the CGMC Board, Williams has 
been a diligent leader for our organization. As co-chair of the Environment Committee for 
the past several years, she has led the CGMC’s often challenging environmental efforts 
with grace and tact. She has also helped to promote the CGMC through recruitment 
efforts and by assisting in media activities. 

Tim Penny (President, Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation): Penny has been 
extremely active in the burgeoning efforts of the CGMC and our sister organization, 
the Greater Minnesota Partnership, to help address the child care shortage in Greater 
Minnesota. He and his organization led efforts to inform legislators about the need for 
more child care options, and he advocated for legislation that aims to increase the number 
of providers in Greater Minnesota. 

Dave Smiglewski (Mayor, Granite Falls): You would be hard-pressed to find someone 
who cares as deeply about Greater Minnesota communities as Mayor Smiglewski. As 
president of the CGMC, he has been an outspoken and effective leader. A veteran member 
of the CGMC board, Smiglewski has long been one the CGMC’s most active members and 
strongest advocates. With his vast knowledge of legislative issues and media-savviness, 
he deftly navigated the ins and outs of leading a statewide organization. 
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Rep. Clark Johnson (DFL-North Mankato): During his three terms in the House, 
Rep. Johnson was a consistently strong supporter of CGMC issues, particularly LGA and 
transportation. A solution-minded leader, he strove to bring people together to find ways 
to address challenges affecting communities across the state. With his humble attitude and 
thoughtful demeanor, Rep. Johnson was among the most well-like legislators at the Capitol.

Former Rep. Paul Thissen (DFL-Minneapolis): Former Rep. Thissen, now a State 
Supreme Court justice, served as Speaker of the House from 2013-14, a period where 
headway was made on a number of CGMC priorities. As Speaker, he oversaw the passage 
of the critical 2013 LGA reform and appropriation increase, as well as the creation of  
Corridors of Commerce and the Border-to-Border Broadband Development Grant Program. 

David Sturrock (Marshall City Councilor): As a member of the CGMC Board and 
co-chair of the Transportation Committee, Sturrock brings a breadth of knowledge to the 
organization’s legislative work. Throughout this session, he was in frequent contact with 
his area legislators and other key lawmakers. He also traveled to St. Paul to testify in 
support of CGMC legislation and is a fixture at CGMC lobby days and other events. 

Greg Zylka (Mayor, Little Falls): As a member of the CGMC Board and co-chair of 
the Property Taxes/LGA Committee, Zylka has become one the CGMC’s “go-to guys” on 
a number of issues. Always willing to lend a hand, Zylka was was particularly active in 
the CGMC’s environmental program this session, frequently meeting with legislators and 
helping to promote CGMC priorities. 

Sam Hansen (St. James City Manager): In just under two years in his position with the 
city of St. James, Hansen has proven to be an up-and-coming leader for the CGMC. A 
fervent supporter of the CGMC’s bid to increase funding for LGA, he testified at a Senate 
hearing on the legislation and penned an article for his local newspaper to raise awareness 
about the important role LGA plays in keeping Greater Minnesota communities strong. 

Mark Larson (Glencoe City Administrator): Larson is a tireless advocate for his city,  
and all cities in Greater Minnesota, regarding the need for more funding for wastewater 
infrastructure. This year, he participated in a CGMC press conference, met with legislators 
and testified at the Capitol, where he made an effective case for why the state must play a 
larger role in helping cities pay for upgrades to their water treatment facilities. 

Jon Radermacher (Little Falls City Administrator): Radermacher is a “jack of all 
trades” for the CGMC. This year, he was particularly active in our environmental and 
economic development efforts, testifying before committees in support of funding for 
water infrastructure and on the need for more child care in Greater Minnesota. He was 
also involved in media efforts, including participating in a press conference and penning a 
column on water infrastructure needs that appeared in newspapers statewide. 

Kelly Rasche (Lakefield Administrative Clerk): Rasche is a vocal leader when it comes 
to informing legislators and the public about the dramatic impact that excessive wastewater 
regulations have on small cities and their water rates. This session, she participated in 
a CGMC press conference and testified before legislative committees where her ability 
to share her city’s story proved vital to helping shed light on the issue and advance the 
CGMC’s legislative goals. 

Rep. Bob Gunther (R-Fairmont): Currently serving his 12th term in the House, Rep. 
Gunther has long been a champion for Greater Minnesota. This session, he served as the 
chief author of bills to fund two of the CGMC’s top economic development priorities: the 
Greater Minnesota Business Development Public Infrastructure Grant Program (BDPI) 
and grants to the state’s initiative foundations to help train more child care providers.

Sen. John Jasinski (R-Faribault): As a former mayor, Sen. Jasinski has a keen 
understanding of the issues that impact Greater Minnesota cities. This session, the first-
term lawmaker was eager to lend a hand on a number of issues, particularly the BDPI 
program and other infrastructure needs. His efforts helped ensure that the Senate passed 
a strong bonding bill that included funding for several important projects and programs.

Sen. Bill Weber (R-Luverne): Sen. Weber is helping to lead the charge to solve Greater 
Minnesota’s child care shortage. As chair of the Ag, Rural Development & Housing Policy 
Committee, he devoted an entire committee session to learning more about the issue and  
exploring potential legislative solutions. He also successfully passed legislation aimed at 
reducing unnecessary regulations imposed on in-home child care providers. 

Sen. Carla Nelson (R-Rochester): This session, Sen. Nelson served as chief author of 
legislation to fund independent analysis of the technical aspects and costs of municipal 
wastewater permits. Although the bill was ultimately line-item vetoed, Sen. Nelson was 
tenacious in her efforts to ensure that water quality regulations imposed on cities are cost-
effective and necessary to protect our state’s waters. 

Rep. Dean Urdahl (R-Grove City): As an eight-term legislator and chair of the Capital 
Investment Committee, Rep. Urdahl is steadfast in his support for ensuring that Greater 
Minnesota communities can afford to construct the infrastructure necessary to keep 
Minnesota’s waters clean. This session, he served as chief author of two critical bills aimed 
at helping cities pay for upgrades to their clean water infrastructure. 

Sen. Torrey Westrom (R-Elbow Lake): Sen. Westrom, who was first elected to the 
Legislature in 1996, has been a strong supporter of rural issues throughout his career. 
This session, he served as chief author of a CGMC-led bill to create a new supplemental 
grant program to help cities pay for wastewater infrastructure. He was also instrumental in 
looking for creative ways to help cover the costs of critical infrastrucure upgrades. 

Rep. John Petersburg (R-Waseca): Rep. Petersburg, a third-term legislator, is a 
passionate advocate for transportation issues in Greater Minnesota. After the most recent 
round of Corridors of Commerce funding went almost exclusively to the metro area, he 
helped draft legislation to direct additional dollars to Greater Minnesota projects and was 
influential in ensuring that the proposal was included in the final bonding bill. 

Sen. David Senjem (R-Rochester): As chair of the Capital Investment Committee, Sen. 
Senjem was a leader in crafting a bonding bill with a strong emphasis on meeting Greater 
Minnesota’s transportation needs. The fifth-term lawmaker helped secure $400 million 
for the Corridors of Commerce program and significant funding local road and bridge 
improvement programs, as well as funding for other vital infrastructure projects. 

Rep. Paul Torkelson (R-Hanska): As chair of the Transportation Committee, Rep. 
Torkelson works hard to craft legislation that aims to address the needs of Greater 
Minnesota. This session, the fifth-term legislator helped negotiate the plan to fund 
Corridors of Commerce in the bonding bill. In addition, the omnibus transportation bill 
that he drafted included ongoing funding for small-city streets, a priority for the CGMC.
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