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CGMC President: Governor’s budget proposal makes key
investments in Greater Minnesota
Below is a statement from CGMC President and Bemidji City Council Member Ron Johnson on
Governor Tim Walz’s budget proposal:
“The Governor’s budget proposal makes key investments that will go a long way toward
strengthening Greater Minnesota communities.
“City leaders have long been seeking to bring the LGA program back up to its 2002 high-water
mark, and the Governor’s proposal would finally get us there. We’re grateful that Gov. Walz
recognizes the vital role LGA plays in making sure that all Minnesota communities can continue
to provide the same great opportunities to work, raise a family and start a business. We’re
hopeful the Legislature will follow the Governor’s lead to restore funding for this critical
program.
“I also want to thank the Governor for acknowledging other important issues that impact Greater
Minnesota. Not a day goes by when I don’t hear from a constituent about the need for better
roads, so it’s encouraging that Gov. Walz is exploring ways to put additional revenue into our
state transportation system. Child care is another issue that in recent years has emerged as one of
the top impediments to economic growth in rural communities. I’m glad to see that the
Governor’s budget plan includes funding to help address this need.
“I look forward to joining other city officials to work with Gov. Walz, legislative leaders and our
local legislators to make sure that Greater Minnesota’s priorities continue to be a major focal
point of discussions and are hopefully included the final budget.”
###
The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization
representing 97 cities outside of the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The Coalition educates
legislators about issues important to Greater Minnesota. Visit the CGMC online at
greatermncities.org and follow us on Twitter @greatermncities.

