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CGMC President: Bill allows essential water infrastructure projects
to move forward, but additional funding needs remain
Below is a statement from CGMC President and Bemidji City Council Member Ron Johnson on
the passage of H.F. 80. The bill includes a provision to convert the Environment & Natural
Resources Trust Fund bonds that were part of the 2018 bonding bill — but have since been tied
up in litigation — to general obligation bonds, thus freeing up $59 million in state funding for
municipal water infrastructure projects.
“We are elated that Republicans and Democrats in the House and Senate worked together to find
a meaningful solution that will allow essential clean water infrastructure projects to move
forward in Greater Minnesota. As a result of this legislation, numerous cities across the state will
be able to proceed with critical water, wastewater and sewer projects that are necessary to help
protect Minnesota’s lakes and rivers. We’re hopeful that the passage of this bipartisan bill bodes
well for continued efforts by lawmakers to compromise on other important issues this legislative
session.”
“While we are pleased that this bill finally opens up the funding that was approved last year, it
does not alleviate the massive need for more funding going forward. With the state facing a $5
billion need over the next 20 years for wastewater infrastructure improvements alone, the
Legislature cannot shove this issue aside. We urge the Legislature to pass a bonding bill this year
that includes the Governor’s request for $67 million for clean water infrastructure grant and loan
programs.”
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The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization
representing 97 cities outside of the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The Coalition educates
legislators about issues important to Greater Minnesota. Visit the CGMC online at
greatermncities.org and follow us on Twitter @greatermncities.

