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FALL CONFERENCE
DATE
Thursday, Nov. 14 - Friday, Nov. 15

LOCATION
Arrowwood Resort & Conference Center
2100 Arrowwood Lane
Alexandria, MN 56308

REGISTRATION
Register online at greatermncities.org/Fall19.  
The cost is $175. 

ACCOMMODATIONS
The CGMC has reserved a block of 
rooms at Arrowwood available at a 
discounted rate of $97 (plus tax). Call 
320-762-1124 to make a reservation. 
Block closes Oct. 28.

QUESTIONS?
Contact Julie Liew at jlliew@flaherty-hood.com 
or 651-259-1917.

https://greatermncities.org/Fall19/
mailto:jlliew@flaherty-hood.com


Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Fall Conference

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

10:00 a.m. Board of Directors meeting

11:00 a.m. Check-in and registration begins

12:00 p.m. Welcome and Introductions - CGMC President Audrey Nelsen

12:05 p.m. Luncheon Presentation: Laura Bishop, Commissioner of the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency
Commissioner Bishop will share her insights on the complex challenges cities face in managing 
wastewater, storm water, drinking water and other systems. She will also discuss potential 
opportunities for the MPCA and Greater Minnesota cities to work together on the environmental 
issues facing our state.

1:15 p.m. Legislative Panel Discussion: “Meeting Minnesota’s Environmental Challenges”
A panel of state lawmakers will discuss Minnesota’s environmental and infrastructure challenges 
and share their ideas for potential legislative solutions. 

2:15 p.m. BREAK

2:45 p.m “Finding Work or Finding Workers? An Analysis of Workforce Development in 
Greater Minnesota” - Kelly Asche, Center for Rural Policy and Development
Asche will present the findings of a recent CRPD report on the workforce shortage in Greater 
Minnesota. He will discuss the barriers to finding and recruiting workers, as well as potential 
solutions that could help address this growing concern for rural businesses and communities. 

3:30 p.m. “Lead for Minnesota: Start Where You Live” - Benya Kraus, Lead for America
Kraus will introduce our members to Lead for Minnesota, a state affiliate of Lead for America – 
a national nonprofit that recruits, trains and places recent college graduates into two-year local 
government fellowships in their hometowns as a pathway to grow the next generation of leaders 
who are committed to investing themselves into the future of their communities. 

3:45 p.m. “Economic Development: What’s Holding Your Community Back?” - Dan Dorman 
and Scott McMahon, Greater Minnesota Partnership
Dorman and McMahon will provide an update on the activities and goals of the Greater 
Minnesota Partnership, the CGMC’s economic development-focused sister organization, as well 
as lead an interactive discussion on some of Greater Minnesota’s top economic development 
concerns such as child care, housing and workforce development. 

5:00 p.m. BREAK and hotel check-in

5:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception

6:30 p.m. Dinner with Speakers: Senator David Durenberger and Star Tribune columnist Lori 
Sturdevant 
Durenberger and Sturdevant, co-authors of the 2018 book “When Republicans Were 
Progressive,” will describe the characteristics and virtues of a political force that once dominated 
our state’s politics, but has now largely vanished — the progressive Republican Party of 
Minnesota. They will chart its rise, its mid-20th century heyday, and its decline as politics became 
nationalized and winning elections eclipsed good governance as political parties’ top goal. 
They’ll also recommend changes that could provide greater opportunity for a force akin to the 
former Minnesota GOP to rise again.



Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Fall Conference

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15

8:00 a.m. Continental breakfast

8:15 a.m. Labor & Employee Relations Update - Brandon Fitzsimmons, Flaherty & Hood, P.A. 
Labor Attorney
Fitzsimmons will provide a labor relations update focusing on recent settlement negotiations and 
discuss the CGMC’s annual labor seminars. 

9:15 a.m. “Bonding: 2020’s Main Event” - Bradley Peterson, CGMC Executive Director
Crafting and passing a bonding bill is the main goal of the 2020 legislative session. Peterson 
will discuss the importance of passing a large bill that invests in critical infrastructure needs 
across the the state and he will share tips on ways city leaders can successfully advocate for the 
projects that are important to their individual communities and Greater Minnesota as a whole.

9:45 a.m. CGMC Membership Meeting
• Update on CGMC Environmental Action Fund
• Discussion and Adoption of 2020 Policy Positions

* Environment & Energy
* Annexation & Land Use
* Economic Development
* Transportation
* Local Government Aid/Property Taxes

• Messaging & Strategy for 2020
• Upcoming Events

11:30 a.m. Adjourn


