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Our mission 

Protect and improve the environment  
and human health. 
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Our vision 

Clean water, air and land support healthy 
communities and ecosystems, and a strong 

economy in Minnesota. 
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Walz/Flanagan Administration Priorities 

•Efficiency/Good governance 

•Children and Families 

•Community Prosperity 

•Climate 
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MPCA 
priorities 



Priority #1 
Efficiency and due diligence 



Priority #2 
Stakeholder engagement and communication 



Priority #3 
Addressing climate change 



Minnesotans value clean water 

Water is Minnesota’s most 
treasured resource. 



Impaired Waters 
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More than half of Minnesota’s 
waters are impaired. 

 



Water challenges 

• Reduce chloride (salt) 
entering surface waters 
and groundwater 

• Reduce nutrient pollution 

• Maximize public 
investment to achieve 
pollutant reduction goals 



Our aging wastewater infrastructure 

58% of MN 
WWTP are over 

20 years old 



Communities are leading  

• Past: Aging wastewater system 
based on inefficient and outdated 
technologies 

• Needed to reduce phosphorus 
discharge to improve water quality 

• Now: the most advanced municipal 
WWTP in the state 

• Improved water quality, easier for 
the city to operate 

 
11/15/2019 13 

Detroit Lakes 



Focus on the Minnesota River 

Minnesota River Basin stakeholder 
effort on November 18 

• Bringing urban and rural stakeholders together 
to achieve shared water quality goals 
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Water Permitting Fees 



What’s the issue? 

1. Fees paid by program users are inconsistent and 
inequitable. 

2. Existing funding mix is unsustainable. 
3. There is increasing demand for more innovative 

approaches. 
4. We need a more reliable, sustainable source for funding 

our work and to meet demand for more individualized 
approaches. 
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Funding water programs  

Our fees cover a small percent of the overall cost of our 
programs: just 17%. 

The agency has not comprehensively increased fees in 
nearly 25 years. 

Costs have gone up, expectations have gone up, but the 
fees have stayed the same. 
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Permitting assistance 
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Stakeholder feedback 

• Current fee revenue is 
inadequate to support MPCA’s 
water quality regulatory 
programs. 

• Raising fees is reasonable given 
the circumstances. 

• MPCA should use additional fee 
revenue to increase and improve 
interactions with permittees. 

• MPCA should consider a tiered 
fee structure based on 
population for municipal 
stormwater. 

• MPCA should phase in any fee 
increase over three to six years. 
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MPCA’s proposal 
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Rulemaking timeline for permit fees 
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We are here. 



Thank you! 

Laura Bishop 
Laura.Bishop@state.mn.us 
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